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Mission Statement: Corpus Christi Catholic Church strives to be a welcoming community proclaiming the 
love of God and fostering a life-long personal relationship with Jesus Christ and His Church through 
Scripture, Sacraments, and service.  

Clergy and Staff Members  
  

Rev. Chad King, Pastor  
pastor@corpuschristiphx.org 
 

Rev. Reynaldo Clutario, Associate Pastor 
associate@corpuschristiphx.org 
 

Rev. Albert Francis Hoorman, Pastor Emeritus 
 

Rev. L.A. Sigman, Founding Pastor  

 
Deacon Chris Kellogg  
chris.kellogg@corpuschristiphx.org 
 

Deacon Dennis Lambert 
dennislambertphx@gmail.com  
 

Retired Deacon Al Gaudio  
 

Retired Deacon Phil Simeone  
 
Steve Mandarino, Parish Manager 
steve.mandarino@corpuschristiphx.org  
 

Carol Pavlak, Parish Office Manager 
carol.pavlak@corpuschristiphx.org  
 

Kathleen Foley, Parishioner Engagement Coordinator  
kathleen.foley@corpuschristiphx.org  
 

Christi Deg, Administrative Assistant, Bulletin Editor 
christi.deg@corpuschristiphx.org  
 

Linda McCormack, C. E. Office Manager 
linda.mccormack@corpuschristiphx.org  
 

Kathy Egle, Director of Evangelization 
kathy.egle@corpuschristiphx.org  
 

Denise Halloran, Dir. of Elementary Catholic Ed. 
denise.halloran@corpuschristiphx.org  
 

Anthony Janus, Coordinator of Youth Evangelization 
anthony.janus@corpuschristiphx.org  
 

John Deg, Director of Married Life Ministries 
john.deg@corpuschristiphx.org  
 

Matthew Henry, Director of Music & Liturgy 
matthew.henry@corpuschristiphx.org  
 

Barbara Manning, Gift Shop Manager 
bjymanning@gmail.com  
 

Ken Doering, Maintenance Supervisor 
ken.doering@corpuschristiphx.org  
 
Council Presidents 
Mary Jo Kruse, President of the Pastoral Council  
pastoralcouncil@corpuschristiphx.org  
  
Peter Rady-Pentek, President of the Finance Council 

Parish Office Hours 
 

Monday-Thursday: 9:00 -5:00  
 (C  Mon.-Thurs. from 11:30 -1:00 ) 
 

Friday: 9:00 —11:30  
 

Saturday: Office Closed 
Sunday: Following 8:30 am & 10:30 am Masses 
 

Catholic Education Office Hours 
 

Monday: 9:00 – 4:00  
Tuesday: 9:00 – 7:30  
Wednesday: 9:00 – 5:00  
Thursday: 9:00 – 4:00  
 

Friday-Sunday: Office Closed 
 

 

Mass Schedule 
 

Saturday Vigil: 4:00 PM (traditional) 
Sunday:  7:00 AM  (without music) 
  8:30 AM  (contemporary)  
  10:30 AM (contemporary) 
  5:00 PM (contemporary) 
 

Daily Mass:   8:15 AM (Monday—Saturday) 
    6:00 PM (Tuesday) 
    6:30 AM (Friday) 
 

Confessions: 
Tuesday: 5:00-5:45  
Thursday: 7:00  
Saturday: 2:30-3:30  
 

Devotions 
Rosary: 30 minutes before daily Masses 
Litany Devotions: following daily Masses 
Divine Mercy in Cry Room: following daily Masses 
 

Adoration 
Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration in the Blessed 
Sacrament Chapel — Enter through the gate from the 
36th Street parking lot to the Prayer Garden. Follow the 
path to the last door. Our Adoration Ministry needs 
two committed Adorers for each hour. The hours 
with the greatest need are listed below (hours in red 
indicate no committed adorer). If you would like to 
commit to a weekly Holy Hour, please contact Kathleen 
Foley at the Parish Office.  
  

Adorers Needed: 
Sun: Midnight (Sun. morning), 3pm,  7 pm 
Mon: Midnight (Mon. morning), 6 am 
Tues: 11 am, 1 pm, 10 pm, 11 pm 
Thurs: 1 am, 9 am, 11 pm 
Fri: 8 am 
Sat: 2 pm, 4 pm, 7 pm, 10 pm 
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Feast Days & Mass Intentions 
 

Mass Intentions are limited to five requests per year. 
There are no more available Masses for 2018.  

The 2019 Mass Intention book is open for requests. 
 
 

 Monday, July 16, Our Lady of Mount Carmel  
 8:15 am † Alfonse Tafoya  
  

 Tuesday, July 17  
  8:15 am † Sam Grover 
 6:00 pm † Humbert Fierro 
  

Wednesday, July 18, St. Camillus  
 8:15 am † Ruth Stricklin 
    

Thursday, July 19  
 8:15 am † Margie Navratil 
  

Friday, July 20, St. Apollinaris  
 6:30 am † Marie & † Arthur Bedoya 
 8:15 am Holy Souls in Purgatory 
    

Saturday, July 21, St. Lawrence of Brindisi  

 8:15 am † Rudolph 
 4:00 pm † Neal Nikolaisen 

 

Sunday, July 22  

  7:00 am † Charles Fraas  
 8:30 am Parishioners  
 10:30 am † Peter D’Aquino 
 5:00 pm † Parker William Barnes 

What’s Inside:  

  

Brant Pitre explains the so-called  
 “brothers” of Christ: pages 4-5, Back Cover 
 

Bottled Water Drive: page 6 
Wild Goose Series: page 6 
T3 Bible Study: page 6 
Totus Tuus: page 6 
Pray for the Sick: page 6 
RCIA Inquiry Sessions: page 6 
Parish Expo: page 7 
Name Tag Sunday: page 7 
Baptisms: page 7 
Rest in Peace: page 7 
Golf Tournament: page 7 
Catholic Charities: page 8 
Men of St. Joseph: page 8 
Frequently Aske Questions: page 8 

 

Text JOINCC to 
84576  

or visit us online at  
flocknote.com/corpuschristicc 

 

Sign-up for electronic newsletters, parish event & 
holy day reminders, emergency notifications, specific 
ministry communications, and funeral notices. 

 

You can also “Like” us on Facebook at https://
www.facebook.com/corpuschristiphoenix 

Parish Contributions 
 

July 1, 2018 
 

Tithing* 
Weekly Total.......................................... $26,095.16 
Weekly Budget....................................... $23,777.20 
Weekly Surplus (Deficit).......................... $2,317.96 
 

Year-to-date Total.................................. $26,095.16 
Year-to-date Budget............................... $23,777.20 
Year-to-date Surplus (Deficit).................. $2,317.96 

 

*Includes Sunday collections, Online Giving, and mid-
week tithing 

 

Other Contributions 

Children’s Envelopes…..................................... $9.00 
Special Collection: Peter’s Pence............... $6,081.02 
Miscellaneous.....……....................................... $75.00 
 

Building Fund Collection….….................. $1,647.00 
Building Fund Balance……..................... $47,657.44 
 

 

July 8, 2018 
 

Tithing* 
 

Weekly Total.......................................... $22,293.96 
Weekly Budget....................................... $23,777.20 
Weekly Surplus (Deficit)........................($1,483.24) 
 

Year-to-date Total.................................. $48,389.12 
Year-to-date Budget............................... $47,554.40 
Year-to-date Surplus (Deficit)..................... $834.72 

 
 

*Includes Sunday collections, Online Giving, and mid-
week tithing 

 

Other Contributions 

Children’s Envelopes…....................................$21.00 
Other (Miscellaneous).....……....................... $381.00 
 

Building Fund Collection……...................... $695.00 
Building Fund Balance……..................... $48,352.44 

 
“As each one has received a gift, use it to serve one 
another as good stewards of God’s varied grace.”  

~ 1 Peter 4:10  
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 Let's look for a few moments at an issue that is really, 
frankly, rather a big issue for a lot of Catholics, and that 
is the whole reference to the brothers of Jesus. I don't 
know about you, but I remember being a young Catholic 
and hearing this particular passage, Mark’s gospel in 
particular, read at Sunday Mass and wondering, “well 
wait, I thought Mary was perpetually virgin, who are 
these so-called brothers of Jesus?” What is the gospel 
referring to here? And it doesn't just mention his brothers, 
it even mentions his sisters as well. So who are all these 
brothers and sisters of Jesus, are they the children of 
Mary? Because if they were the children of Mary, 
obviously then the doctrine of the perpetual virginity of 
Mary would make no sense, it would be a false 
teaching, it would be a false idea. And I even remember 
being challenged by non-Catholic friends or family 
members, you know, “why do you Catholics say Mary 
remained ever virgin when the gospel doesn't just mention 
the brothers of Jesus, it actually names the brothers of 
Jesus, and associates them in the same passage with 
Mary?” …they’re not just appearing, they’re appearing 
in the context of Jesus being called the son of Mary, so 
they’re kind of juxtaposed with the appearance of 
Mary. So let’s go back to Mark 6:1-6 and look at that 
for just a minute. Now before I say anything about this, 
a brief caveat. I could talk about this subject for a solid 
hour easily,  this is not the place to do that. If you want 
more on the subject of the brothers of Jesus, I recommend 
two sources. First, I cover it in my audio bible study 
called Mother of the Messiah, but I also treat it in more 
depth in my book, Jesus and the Jewish Roots of Mary, 
where I have a whole chapter just on the perpetual 
virginity of Mary and the whole question of the identity of 
the brothers of Jesus. But for now, I just want to make a 
couple of brief points about the brothers of Jesus.  
 First, the word that is used for brother in Greek is 
adelphos, and this word has multiple meanings that 
have to be determined by context. Now the primary 
meaning of the word adelphos is exactly the same as it 
is in English, it means what we would call a blood 
brother. In other words, a child of the same mother, a 
sibling born from the same mother, and we actually see 
Mark himself use the word adelphos in this way earlier 
in the gospel. For example if you look at Mark 1:16 
when Jesus begins to call the disciples he says: …
passing along by the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and 
Andrew the brother of Simon casting a net in the sea; 
for they were fishermen. The Greek word there is 
adelphos and whenever we encounter that word, Simon 
and Andrew his brother, we assume rightly that what 
that means is that Simon and Andrew were siblings, 
they had the same parents, they had the same mother,  
that therefore Andrew was the brother of Simon Peter. 

That's the primary meaning of the word adelphos, 
brother. However, in Greek the word adelphos can, in 
other contexts, mean a close relative or what we would 
call a cousin. Now in those cases, the meaning has to be 
determined by the context.  In other words, there has to 
be some clue in the context that would make you think 
that the word doesn't mean a sibling but rather a relative or 
a cousin. Let me give you a couple of examples of this.  
 The best example of how brothers can mean cousins 
in the Old Testament is from the Book of Chronicles, 1 
Chronicles 23. Sometimes people will point to other 
passages, Genesis 14, where Abraham uses the word 
brother to describe Lot who is his nephew, and that’s 
okay, but I think 1 Chronicles 23 is best because it’s 
actually referring to cousins in a very specific way. So 
if you look at 1 Chronicles 23:21-22 this is what it 
says: “The sons of Mahli [were] Eleazar and Kish. And 
Eleazar died, but he had no sons, only daughters. And 
the sons of Kish, their brothers, married them.” Right, 
now in that case the word for brother in Greek is 
adelphoi and the RSV actually translates it as kinsman 
but the literal Greek word is brothers in the Septuagint, 
in the Greek translation of the Old Testament or 
acheihem in the original Hebrew. Now what’s good 
about this one is you can see there that Eleazer and 
Kish are blood brothers, they have the same parent, 
they have the same father, Mahli. But what happens is 
Eleazar dies, he doesn't have any sons he only has 
daughters and so they end up marrying the sons of 
Kish, who are called their brothers but who are explicitly 
from the context obviously the sons of their uncle and 
therefore their cousins. And this is just one example. I 
can give you many more examples of this. For example, 
the First Century Jewish writer Josephus, in his book on 
the Jewish war, it's book 6 paragraph 356-357, actually 
uses the word brothers, again in the same way, and then 
switches to the word relatives or cousins as synonyms. 
So in 1 Chronicles 23 we know that the word adelphos 
can't mean sibling because if the daughters of Eleazar 
were marrying their siblings they would be committing 
incest, that’s the first problem. And then the second 
problem is even more direct, namely that the text itself 
tells you that their so-called brothers are not the sons of 
their father but the sons of their uncle and therefore 
their cousins.  
 What that establishes for us is a principle. Whenever 
you see the word adelphos in the gospels you should 
ordinarily assume that it means brother, just like in 
English, a sibling, unless there's something in the 
context that gives you evidence to the contrary. So now 
when we come back to the Gospel of Mark, the question 
really becomes, is there anything in the context that 
would suggest to us that the word brother means 

Brant Pitre explains the so-called “brothers” of Christ mentioned in last Sunday’s Gospel. 
(The following comes from a transcript of a video in which Brant Pitre explains the Mass readings from last week.)  
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something other than sibling? In other words, is there 
anything to suggest that these brothers of Jesus (James, 
Joseph, Simon and Judas) are not the children of Mary? 
Now for most Catholics what we would say is, well the 
doctrine of Mary's perpetual virginity is what gives me 
reason to think that those men are not the siblings of 
Jesus. But for non-Catholic Christians who don't accept 
that doctrine, who don't accept that tradition, that 
argument is not going to carry any weight for them. So 
it's also important to be able to point out that there is 
not just a doctrinal reason for thinking adelphos doesn't 
mean brother here but that there's a literary reason, that 
there’s an exegetical reason in Mark's gospel itself. 
What is that reason? Well it's real simple. Two of these 
brothers, James and Joseph the first two mentioned, are 
elsewhere identified in the Gospel of Mark as the sons 
of another woman named Mary. In Mark 15:40, if we 
fast-forward to Mark's account of the crucifixion, burial, 
and resurrection of Jesus, James and Joseph this pair of 
brothers, appear later in the gospel. And this is what it 
says. After Jesus dies on the cross it says: “There were 
also women looking on from afar, among whom were 
Mary Mag'dalene, and Mary the mother of James the 
younger and of Joses, and Salo’me, who, when he was 
in Galilee, followed him, and ministered to him; and 
also many other women who came up with him to 
Jerusalem.” Notice Mark singles out three women 
there at the foot of the cross: Mary Magdalene, Mary 
the mother of James and Joseph, and then Salo’me. 
And then, later on in the account, Mark’s going to refer 
to this woman again. He’ll call her Mary the mother of 
Joseph in Mark 15:47 and then he'll call her Mary the 
mother of James in Mark 16:1, so just alternate between 
the two brothers. So what's going on here? Well 
scholars agree, and this is not just Catholic scholars but 
Protestant scholars too, commentators on Mark, recognize 
that when Mark refers to James and Joseph, these two 
brothers in Mark 15 & 16, this is clearly the same two 
James and Joseph that Mark referred to in chapter 6 
who are there called the brothers of Jesus. He introduces 
them here without any explanation and assumes that 
you recall these two figures from earlier in the gospel. 
Now the question becomes, who is this woman Mary, 
their mother, who’s at the cross? Mark identifies her as 
one of the women who travels with them from Galilee, 
but what scholars have pointed out is that she cannot be 
the same woman as the mother of Jesus because elsewhere 
in Mark's gospel whenever he wants to refer to Mary, 
the mother of Jesus, he would just call her the mother 
of Jesus. The other gospel evangelists do the same 
thing, that’s the obvious way to refer to his mother. 
And so they pointed out that it doesn't make any sense 
to refer to the mother of James and Joseph as the 
mother of James and Joseph and not the mother of Jesus 
unless she is a different woman. So who is she? Well 
she’s the mother of these two men who are called the 

brothers of Jesus in Mark 6. And so when you put those 
two things together, Mark 6—them being called his 
brothers, and then Mark 15 & 16 which they're called 
the children of this other woman named Mary, it becomes 
really clear then that the word brother has to mean 
something other than sibling. It brings us to the second 
definition, that they must be relatives of Jesus, they 
must be his cousins, they must be relatives of some 
sort. Now if you have any doubts about that, in Mark 6, 
Jesus actually says as much, but you can't see it if 
you're just reading in English. After these brothers of 
Jesus get named James, Joseph, Simon, and Judas in 
verse three, Jesus responds to the scandal of the 
community by saying something interesting. He says, 
“a prophet is not without honor, except in his own 
country, and among his own kin.” Now in English we 
don’t really even use kin anymore...we might associate 
it with the southern part of the United States, people 
talk about somebody being kin as being their relatives. 
But the Greek word there syngenēs literally means 
relative, but it can also be translated as cousin. For 
example, the old King James version of the Bible and 
the Douay-Rheims use this word to refer to Elizabeth. 
When Gabriel appears to Mary he says Elizabeth, your 
syngenēs, your cousin, is now with child, and we all 
think of Elizabeth as Mary’s cousin. But what we tend 
to miss because the way this is translated is that Jesus 
basically just identified for you what the nature of this 
relationship was. Who has he just been rejected by, the 
members of the town of Nazareth, including James, 
Joseph, Simon, and Judas, they’re mentioned as not just 
being his brothers but as those who are among the 
Nazarenes. Well what does Jesus say? He's not accepted 
by his own town or among his own cousins. The Greek 
word there is syngenēs, he’s not accepted by his 
cousins or among his relatives. So another reason for 
thinking that these brothers and sisters of Jesus are not 
his siblings but actually his cousins is precisely because 
that's what Jesus calls them. He says a prophet is not 
accepted among his cousins, among his relatives, the 
syngenēs.  
 In summary then, what we’re saying here is that 
Mark's gospel itself and Jesus’ own words give us reason 
to believe that when Mark mentions the brothers of 
Jesus he is not referring to children of Mary. Notice 
that they’re never called the sons of Mary, they’re just 
called the brothers of Jesus. If they were called the 
children of Mary that would be a whole different 
ballgame. Mark’s gospel itself never calls these brothers 
or sisters of Jesus the children of Mary, but rather gives 
us evidence to believe that two of them, James and 
Joseph, are in fact the sons of another woman named 
Mary, who Mark very tellingly calls the mother of 
James and Joseph and not the mother of Jesus.  

 

 
(Continued on back cover.) 
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Bottled Water Drive 
  

Help those in need beat the heat! 
 

The St. Vincent de Paul Annual 
Water Drive is under way! You can 
leave your donations of bottled 
water in the church vestibule. 
Thank you for your support and 
may peace be with you! 

Who is the Holy Spirit?  
Do you have a relationship with the Holy Spirit? 

 

Learn more about the power of the Holy Spirit 
and experience it in your life! Watch and discuss 
The Wild Goose video series in the Parish Center 
on Monday nights from 7:00-8:30 pm and 
Tuesday mornings from 9:15-11:00 am. (Fun 
Fact: “The Wild Goose” is the name the Ancient 
Celts called the Holy Spirit!) The series is also 
available on Formed.org for you to watch on your 
own if you are unable to attend every session. Use the 
Parish Code: VD6QM2 to register for free! 

 

Final Week! 
 

Monday, July 16 & Tuesday, July 17:  
Segment 13 — The Spirit’s Witness 

Segment 14 — The Spirit Remembers 

Do you know the Freedom of the Holy Spirit?  
“Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is FREEDOM!”  

-2 Cor 3:17 

The Teen Timeline 
Join us for this Catholic 
Bible-study series for 
teens to better understand 
salvation history! Parents 

are also welcome, though not required to attend, and 
will form a separate small group. There is no cost 
and even if you can’t make every session, coming 
even once will be worth your time!  
 

 

Tuesday, July 17 
Friday, July 27  

7-9pm in Parish Center 
 

 

Questions: contact Anne Young at: 
anne_n_young@yahoo.com  

or Anthony Janus at:  
anthony.janus@corpuschristiphx.org 

Totus Tuus 
  

Please Note:  
Sessions are now FULL! 

 

Please contact the Catholic Education 
Office to be added to a waiting list.  

 
For Students Entering  

7th-12th Grade in the Fall: 
  

Sun. July 22nd—Thurs. July 26th 
7:00pm-9:00pm 

  
For Students Entering  

1st-6th Grade in the Fall:  
 

Mon. July 23rd-Fri. July 27th 
9:00am-2:30pm 

Men of St. Joseph 
  

Corpus Christi Men’s Ministry 
    

August Events: 
“A Slice of Faith”  

Series Returns  
  

Featuring: Fr. Chad King 
Topic: Becoming an Intentional Disciple as 

a Member of Corpus Christi Parish  
  

We will meet at 6:30pm at Native New 
Yorker (Ray Rd & I-10) on Wed. Aug. 1, 
Wed. Aug. 8, Thurs. Aug. 23, & Wed. Aug. 29. 
A $10 donation is suggested and will cover all-you
-can-eat pizza, wings, salad, and the tip. All men 
are welcomed!  

  
Men’s Retreat 

November 16, 17, & 18 
Prescott Pines 

  

Retreat Leader:  
Fr. Dave Pivonka, creator and narrator 

of The Wild Goose series 
  

Space is limited. Register in the Parish Office 
(Monday-Friday) or at any Men of St. Joseph 
event. If you have any questions please contact 
Deacon Dennis at dennislambertphx@gmail.com  
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“As a body is one though it has many parts, and all the parts of the body, 
though many, are one body, so also Christ.” - 1 Corinthians 12:12 

 

All are invited to our second annual 
 

Parish Expo 
 

Saturday, August 4th & Sunday, August 5th 
 

After all Masses  
 

Come and see how all our incredible ministries  
help build the Body of Christ here at Corpus Christi! 

 

Vote for the ministry with the best exhibit. Find out the patron saints for all 
the ministries in the Saint Search to be entered in a drawing for 1 of 3 $50 Visa 
gift cards! Enjoy coffee, donuts, cookies, and plenty of other tasty treats! 

Name Tag Weekend 
 

To coincide with our Parish Expo, our next “Name Tag 
Weekend” will take place August 4th & 5th. All parishioners 
and visitors are invited to fill out a name tag when they 
come to Mass that weekend to foster a spirit of hospitality 
as we strive to be a welcoming community. 

Rest in Peace 
 

Michael Lawless 
Carlo & Trudy Manarin 

Adam Ruiz 
 

May the Angels lead them into Paradise.  
May the Choir of Angels welcome them and 

may they have everlasting life.  

Lord, Teach Me To Pray 
 

Lord, Teach Me To Pray is a prayer series based on 
Ignatian Spirituality. Part 1: “Praying the Christian 
Virtues” helps deepen one’s prayer life and discover 
what to do for dryness and obstacles in prayer. It 
also introduces the different methods of Ignatian 
prayer, meditation, contemplation and Consciousness 
Examen. A small group will meet with two trained 
facilitators once a week for 12 weeks. 
 

Men’s group: Mondays, 7-9 pm beginning Aug. 27th 
Women’s group: Thursdays, 9-11am beginning Sep. 6th 

 

Info Night: Monday, August 13th at 7pm in Rooms 7-9  
 

Register at: www.Lordteachme.eventbrite.com 
 

Visit www.Lordteachmetopray.com or email Kathy 
at kathy.egle@corpuschristiphx.org for additional 
information. 
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Frequently Asked Questions 
 

How do I register? All Catholics living in the Parish 
area and regularly participating in the liturgy are invited 
to register in the Parish. Church attendance alone does 
NOT make you and your family registered members. 
Registration is required for Baptism, First Communion, 
First Reconciliation, Confirmation, Marriage and Catholic 
Education programs.  
 

Adults 18 and over need to be registered separately from 
their parents in order to get married, have their own 
children baptized, or be Godparents or Sponsors.  
 

In order to be a Godparent or Sponsor or to receive 
discounted tuition rates at Catholic Schools, one must 
be a registered Catholic and active in the parish, which 
is indicated by use of contribution envelopes or the 
Online Giving program. Registration forms can  be filled 
out in the Parish Office or via our parish website. 
 

How do I have my child Baptized? Before scheduling 
the date, please call the Office for a welcoming conversation 
with the priest. A preparation class is also required for 
parents prior to the child’s Baptism and are offered once a 
month.  
 

How do I request a Communion Call or Anointing of 
the Sick? Please call the parish office at 480-893-8770 DO 
NOT WAIT until someone is near death to have the 
person anointed! Although Anointing of the Sick was 
once known as “Last Rites,” waiting until a person is 
near death could risk that person not being able to 
receive the Sacrament if he or she should pass away prior 
to the priest being able to arrive. Anointing of the Sick can 
only be administered while the person is still alive. 
 

How do I get married in the Church? The Diocese 
of Phoenix requires a NINE MONTH marriage 
preparation process. John Deg, Director of Married 
Life Ministries, will meet with you to explain the process, 
including when you will meet with the Pastor to set a 
date. Do NOT set the date prior to this meeting as it 
cannot be guaranteed until then. 

RCIA Inquiry Sessions  
 

Are you or someone you know… 
 

Interested in becoming Catholic? 
An adult who has not been baptized? 

A baptized Catholic who has not celebrated 
the Sacraments of Confirmation & Eucharist? 

 

We offer an opportunity to come together in 
a small group to learn more about our faith. 
Sessions focus on encountering Jesus through 
prayer and the teachings and experience of the 
Church. Individuals will be prepared to celebrate 
the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, and 
Eucharist. We welcome you and your spouse or 
a friend to participate in the process with your 
questions, your insights and your faith story in a 
warm, accepting setting.  
 

Sessions begin soon, so don’t delay! 
 

For information, please contact Kathy Egle at 
kathy.egle@corpuschristiphx.org or the Parish 
Office at 480-893-8770.  

Pray for the Sick 
  

Judy Booth, Randy Booth, Rose Botsko, 
Peter Cavallaro, Sr., John Christopher Cooper, 
Barb Danielson, Connie Heeney, Alec Hoyt,  

Jane Walsh, Lois Woodrow, Jim Yeager 
  

Editor’s Note: If you or a parishioner you know recently 
becomes ill, please call the Parish Office to have the 
name added to the list for the month.  

Catholic Charities Community Services has over 20 programs, including 
outreach to individuals and families in Central and Northern AZ to provide 
numerous services, such as temporary shelter as well as permanent and 
affordable housing for those experiencing homelessness. If you or 
someone you know is interested in any of our affordable housing locations 
please call: 

 

Verde Villas & Rosewood Court in Phoenix:  
602-290-0459 or 602-840-0898 

 

Desert Willow in Tempe: 480-966-0830 
 

Ironwood in Glendale: 623-934-7579 
 

To learn more about our services and programs, to volunteer and support 
our residents, or to make a donation, call 602-285-1999 and visit us at 
www.catholiccharitiesaz.org.  
 

“True worship is to work for justice and care for the poor and oppressed.” - Isaiah 58:5-7 



Brian or Sally, coordinators

860.399.1785
www.CatholicCruisesAndTours.com

an Official Travel
Agency of

Apostleship of
the Sea-USACST 2117990-70

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly
• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation
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 At the risk of complicating matters even more, I just 
want to add one last observation that I think is really 
important. It’s not from Mark’s gospel but it comes 
from the Gospel of John. If you go to John’s gospel, 
chapter 19, verse 25, he actually makes clear that this 
Mary that’s at the foot of the cross is the sister of the 
virgin Mary. He identifies her as Mary, the wife of 
Clopas. And what’s fascinating about that identification 
is, if John’s referring to the same woman as Mark, we 
know from early church history, like Eusebius, that 
Clopas was regarded as the uncle of Jesus and the father 
of James and Simon, who are some of the first bishops 
of Jerusalem, and who obviously have some of the 
same names as these so called brothers of Jesus. So 
when you put all of the evidence together, Mark, having 
the Mary being identified as the mother of James and 
Joseph, Matthew identifying that woman as the other 
Mary, and then John’s gospel calling her the wife of 
Clopas, who we know from church history as the uncle 
of Jesus, it puts together a picture that helps make clear 
why the gospels use the word brothers to refer to these 
men, James, Joseph, Simon, and Judas. It’s because 
they are the children of Mary and Clopas, they are the 
children of Jesus’ uncle Clopas and therefore they were 
his cousins, or his brothers in the common Semitic idiom. 
So, there is the holy family of Mary and Joseph who 
have one child, Jesus, and then the relatives of Jesus, 
Mary, the wife of Clopas, and then their four sons, 
James, Joseph, Simon, and Judas—two of whom are 
actually identified by church historians as the first two 
Bishops of Jerusalem. And I think that last point is really 
important because it shows us that these so called 
brothers of Jesus are not obscure figures in the early 
church, they were actually very famous. James was the 
first Bishop of Jerusalem, so the idea that James, the 
first Bishop of Jerusalem, could have been a son of 
Mary, and at the same time the doctrine of her perpetual 
virginity have arisen is just absurd. The reason early 
Christians believed that Mary was both perpetually virgin 
and that James the Bishop of Jerusalem was the brother 
of Jesus, is because they understood that calling him 
the brother of Jesus was a way of expressing the fact 
that he was a close relative of Jesus, that he was a 
cousin of Jesus. Because remember, Christianity grew 
out of Jewish roots, it grew up in a Jewish context, and 
it’s only centuries later when people begin to lose that 
understanding of the Semitic meaning of the word 
brother to be able to refer to a cousin or relative, that 
people began to raise questions about who exactly were 
these brothers of Jesus and were they the children of 
Mary. That comes out much, much later. In the early 
church, people understood that brother could have 
multiple meanings and that if the context gave us clues 
that they were children of someone else then that was 
the reasonable interpretation of these texts.  

 Now don't take my word for this though because the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church actually explicitly 
deals with this question. The Catechism gives us an 
official magisterial interpretation of this entire section 
in the teaching on the perpetual virginity of Mary in 
paragraphs 499-500. The Catechism says:  

[T]he Church celebrates Mary as Aeiparthenos, the 
“Ever-virgin.” Against this doctrine the objection is 
sometimes raised that the Bible mentions brothers and 
sisters of Jesus [Cf. Mk 3:31-35; 6:3] The Church has 
always understood these passages as not referring to 
other children of the Virgin Mary. In fact James and 
Joseph, “brothers of Jesus,” are the sons of another 
Mary, a disciple of Christ, whom St. Matthew 
significantly calls “the other Mary.” [Mt 13:55; 28:1; 
cf. Mt 27:56]  

So I was focusing on Mark earlier, but the Catechism 
goes even further. Because if you look at the gospel of 
Matthew’s account of the crucifixion he’s even more 
explicit. Not only does he call her “Mary the mother of 
James and Joseph” but he calls her “the other Mary.” 
Now it is absurd to assume that Matthew would ever 
refer to Mary the mother of Christ as “the other Mary,” 
when at the beginning of his Gospel he frequently calls 
her “the mother of Christ” or the “mother of Jesus.” So 
the Catechism is saying here that this is clearly the 
children of another Mary. And then finally it ends by 
saying: “They are close relations of Jesus, according to 
an Old Testament expression.” And there it cites a few 
passages from the Old Testament in which brother is 
used to refer to a relative or a cousin of some sort who 
is not a sibling.   
 In closing then, I think is important for us to recognize 
that although some Catholics in the pew may be 
scandalized by the reading from today and have a reaction 
to it that makes them wonder, “well, wait what about 
the perpetual virginity of Mary?” the reality is, that this 
passage from the Gospel of Mark in no way undermines 
the perpetual virginity of Mary, actually it supports it 
because it provides evidence to the fact that James and 
Joseph, two of the so-called brothers of Jesus, are actually 
children of another woman named Mary, who is 
mentioned in the Gospel of Mark as simply “the moth-
er of James” or “the mother of Joses.” One of whom, 
by the way, would go on to become the Bishop of 
Jerusalem and one of the first leaders in the early 
church, whom Paul tellingly refers to as James, the 
so-called brother of Jesus, in the Book of Corinthians 
and the Book of Galatians. So in closing then, the 
gospel for today is packed, there’s a lot in there but it 
brings home to us the fact that Jesus the Messiah, who 
is revealing himself through his words and actions in 
the Gospel of Mark, is going to be a prophet who is not 
accepted and will ultimately be rejected, not just by his 
own relatives in his hometown, but by the people of 
Jerusalem, who will bring him to the cross and ultimately 
through the cross to his resurrection. 

(Continued from page 5.) 
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