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CCC Paragraph 524: Purpose of ADVENT 

When the Church celebrates the liturgy of Advent each year, she makes present this ancient 

expectancy of the Messiah, for by sharing in the long preparation for the Savior’s first coming, the 

faithful renew their ardent desire for his second coming. By celebrating the precursor's birth and 

martyrdom, the Church unites herself to his desire: "He must increase, but I must decrease." 

 

Also see Paragraph 1095: 
For this reason the Church, especially during Advent and Lent and above all at the Easter Vigil, re-

reads and re-lives the great events of salvation history in the "today" of her liturgy. But this also 

demands that catechesis help the faithful to open themselves to this spiritual understanding of the 

economy of salvation as the Church's liturgy reveals it and enables us to live it. 

 

FRAMEWORK OF THE ANGELUS: 
 
CCC Paragraph 688: Places of Encounter with the Holy Spirit 

The Church, a communion living in the faith of the apostles which she transmits, is the place where 

we know the Holy Spirit: - in the Scriptures he inspired; - in the Tradition, to which the Church 

Fathers are always timely witnesses; - in the Church's Magisterium, which he assists; - in the 

sacramental liturgy, through its words and symbols, in which the Holy Spirit puts us into communion 

with Christ; - in prayer, wherein he intercedes for us; - in the charisms and ministries by which the 

Church is built up; - in the signs of apostolic and missionary life; - in the witness of saints through 

whom he manifests his holiness and continues the work of salvation. 

 

Also see surrounding Paragraphs on the Holy Spirit and Paragraph 1093: 
In the sacramental economy the Holy Spirit fulfills what was prefigured in the Old Covenant. Since 

Christ's Church was "prepared in marvelous fashion in the history of the people of Israel and in the 

Old Covenant." The Church's liturgy has retained certain elements of the worship of the Old 

Covenant as integral and irreplaceable, adopting them as her own: -notably, reading the Old 

Testament; -praying the Psalms; -above all, recalling the saving events and significant realities which 

have found their fulfillment in the mystery of Christ (promise and covenant, Exodus and Passover, 

kingdom and temple, exile and return). 

 
  



CCC Paragraphs 721-726: Our Lady 
721 Mary, the all-holy ever-virgin Mother of God, is the masterwork of the mission of the Son and the 

Spirit in the fullness of time. For the first time in the plan of salvation and because his Spirit had 

prepared her, the Father found the dwelling place where his Son and his Spirit could dwell among 

men. In this sense the Church's Tradition has often read the most beautiful texts on wisdom in 

relation to Mary.  Mary is acclaimed and represented in the liturgy as the "Seat of Wisdom." In her, 

the "wonders of God" that the Spirit was to fulfill in Christ and the Church began to be manifested:  

 

722 The Holy Spirit prepared Mary by his grace. It was fitting that the mother of him in whom "the 

whole fullness of deity dwells bodily" should herself be "full of grace." She was, by sheer grace, 

conceived without sin as the most humble of creatures, the most capable of welcoming the 

inexpressible gift of the Almighty. It was quite correct for the angel Gabriel to greet her as the 

"Daughter of Zion": "Rejoice." It is the thanksgiving of the whole People of God, and thus of the 

Church, which Mary in her canticle lifts up to the Father in the Holy Spirit while carrying within her the 

eternal Son. 

 

723 In Mary, the Holy Spirit fulfills the plan of the Father's loving goodness. Through the Holy Spirit, 

the Virgin conceives and gives birth to the Son of God. By the Holy Spirit's power and her faith, her 

virginity became uniquely fruitful. 

 

724 In Mary, the Holy Spirit manifests the Son of the Father, now become the Son of the Virgin. She 

is the burning bush of the definitive theophany. Filled with the Holy Spirit she makes the Word 

visible in the humility of his flesh. It is to the poor and the first representatives of the gentiles that she 

makes him known. 

 

725 Finally, through Mary, the Holy Spirit begins to bring men, the objects of God's merciful love, 

into communion with Christ. and the humble are always the first to accept him: shepherds, magi, 

Simeon and Anna, the bride and groom at Cana, and the first disciples. 

 

726 At the end of this mission of the Spirit, Mary became the Woman, the new Eve ("mother of the 

living"), the mother of the "whole Christ." As such, she was present with the Twelve, who "with one 

accord devoted themselves to prayer," at the dawn of the "end time" which the Spirit was to 

inaugurate on the morning of Pentecost with the manifestation of the Church. 

 

Also see surrounding Paragraphs on Our Lady. 
 

 
THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST AND THE ULTIMATE ADVENT 
 
CCC Paragraphs 675-677: The Church’s Ultimate Trial 

675 Before Christ's second coming the Church must pass through a final trial that will shake the faith 

of many believers. The persecution that accompanies her pilgrimage on earth will unveil the 

"mystery of iniquity" in the form of a religious deception offering men an apparent solution to their 

problems at the price of apostasy from the truth. the supreme religious deception is that of the 

Antichrist, a pseudo-messianism by which man glorifies himself in place of God and of his Messiah 

come in the flesh. 

 



676 The Antichrist's deception already begins to take shape in the world every time the claim is 

made to realize within history that messianic hope which can only be realized beyond history 

through the eschatological judgement. The Church has rejected even modified forms of this 

falsification of the kingdom to come under the name of millenarianism, especially the "intrinsically 

perverse" political form of a secular messianism. 

 

677 The Church will enter the glory of the kingdom only through this final Passover, when she will 

follow her Lord in his death and Resurrection. The kingdom will be fulfilled, then, not by a historic 

triumph of the Church through a progressive ascendancy, but only by God's victory over the final 

unleashing of evil, which will cause his Bride to come down from heaven. God's triumph over the 

revolt of evil will take the form of the Last Judgement after the final cosmic upheaval of this passing 

world. 

 

Also see Paragraph 2113: 

Idolatry not only refers to false pagan worship. It remains a constant temptation to faith. Idolatry 

consists in divinizing what is not God. Man commits idolatry whenever he honors and reveres a 

creature in place of God, whether this be gods or demons (for example, satanism), power, pleasure, 

race, ancestors, the state, money, etc. Jesus says, "You cannot serve God and mammon." Many 

martyrs died for not adoring "the Beast" refusing even to simulate such worship. Idolatry rejects the 

unique Lordship of God; it is therefore incompatible with communion with God. 

 

CCC Paragraphs 678-679: Jesus Coming To Judge The Living And The Dead 

678 Following in the steps of the prophets and John the Baptist, Jesus announced the judgement of 

the Last Day in his preaching. Then will the conduct of each one and the secrets of hearts be brought 

to light. Then will the culpable unbelief that counted the offer of God's grace as nothing be 

condemned. Our attitude to our neighbor will disclose acceptance or refusal of grace and divine 

love. On the Last Day Jesus will say: "Truly I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my 

brethren, you did it to me." 

 

679 Christ is Lord of eternal life. Full right to pass definitive judgement on the works and hearts of 

men belongs to him as redeemer of the world. He "acquired" this right by his cross. the Father has 

given "all judgement to the Son." Yet the Son did not come to judge, but to save and to give the life 

he has in himself. By rejecting grace in this life, one already judges oneself, receives according to 

one's works, and can even condemn oneself for all eternity by rejecting the Spirit of love. 

 

Sacred Scripture and the End Times: 

St Matthew 24 

St Luke 21 

St Mark 13 

1 Corinthians 3:10-21 

EPHESIANS 6:10-20 

2 Timothy Chapters 3 and 4 

2 Thessalonians Chapter 2 

2 Peter Chapter 2 

2 John 7-9 

Jude 

Revelation  



SURVIVAL GUIDE/PRAY FOR THE GRACE OF FINAL PERSEVERANCE/BE PREPARED TO BE A 

MARTYR WHEN THE CHURCH IS PERSECUTED: 

 

• LEARN HOW TO DO AN EMERGENCY BAPTISM CCC 1284: 

In case of necessity, any person can baptize provided that he have the intention of doing that 

which the Church does and provided that he pours water on the candidate's head while 

saying: "I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit." 

 

• LEARN A PERFECT ACT OF CONTRITION (SORROW AND REPENTANCE PURELY BECAUSE HAVE 

OFFENDED GOD WHO DESERVES ALL OUR LOVE). 

 

• LEARN HOW TO MAKE A SPIRITUAL COMMUNION. 

 

• GET CONSECRATED TO JESUS THROUGH MARY (ASK MARY TO BE YOUR SPIRITUAL MOTHER 

AND RENEW YOUR BAPTISMAL PROMISES AND OFFER MARY YOUR VIRTUES, PRAYERS AND 

MERITS) According to St Louis Marie de Montfort. 

 

• PRAY THE ROSARY EVERY DAY. 

 

• MEDITATE ON SACRED SCRIPTURE EVERY DAY. 

 

• REGULAR CONFESSION! 

 

• EUCHARISTIC LIFE AND ADORATION. 

 

• PENANCE AND FASTING. 

 

• SURRENDER AND TRUST IN GOD. 

 

• DO GOD’s HOLY WILL. 

 

• BECOME A SAINT. 

 


